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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION VISITS MALTA 

REF: VALLETTA 1796 

1. A DELEGATION OF SOME FORTY AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AND PRESS PREPRESENTATIVES VISITED MALTA 
DECEMBER 28-30, AS PART OF THE GROUP'S EXTENDED TOUR 
OF VARIOUS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. IN THE ABSENCE OF 
PRIME MINISTER GOUGH WHITLAM, WHO HAD RETURNED TO 
AUSTRALIA BECAUSE OF THE DARWIN CYCLONE DISASTER, THE 
VISIT TO MALTA WAS LED BY MR. LIONEL BOWEN, SPEICAL 
MINISTER OF STATE. 

2. WHILE IN MALTA, MR. BOWEN MET WITH MALTESE 
PRIME MINISTER DOM MINTOFF, AND THE DELEGATION HAD 
DISCUSSIONS WITH GOM MINISTER OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND 
TOURISM PAUL XUERBEB AND WITH OFFICIALS OF THE GOM 
MINISTRY OF COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

PRESIDENT AND LADY MAMO ALSO GAVE A DINNER AT 

SAN ANTON PALACE FOR THE DELEGATION DURING THE VISIT. 

3. AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION SOURCES HAVE TOLD THE 
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OTHER GOM OFFICIALS FOCUSED ON MALTA'S UNFAVORABLE 
BALANCE OF TRADE WITH AUSTRALIA. BECAUSE OF 
AUSTRALIA’S OWN EXPORT TRADE PROBLEMS, THE DELEGATION 
WAS UNABLE TO OFFER MINTOFF ANY SATISFACTION ON THIS 
SUBJECT. THE AUSTRALIANS HAD EXPECTED MINTOFF TO 
RAISE THE QUESTION OF MALTESE IMMIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA 
AND AUSTRALIAN AID FOR THE MALTESE ECONOMY. BUT MINTOFF 
DID NOT DO SO. 

4. COMMENT: THE AUSTRALIAN VISIT RECEIVED MUCH LESS 
PUBLICITY THAN THAT USUALLY ACCORDED VISITING DELEGATIONS, 
ESPECIALLY MINTOFF’S "NON-ALIGNED' 1 FRIENDS FROM THE ARAB 
COUNTRIES. GOM DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION DID NOT EVEN 
ISSUE AN OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE ON THE VISIT. THE FACT 
THAT THE DELEGATION DID NOT COME BEARING GIFTS, PLUS THE 
ABSENCE OF PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM. DOUBTLESS 
DAMPENDED MINTOFF’S ENTHUSIASM. SMITH 
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